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“WHAT youw're say-
ing,” said Callan, “1is

that you want me to -

go over to New York

and- ~knock ‘off a

Mafioso.”

“wprecisely” sald.

Ruster,
- Caimly,
- himaelf :

“ Callan  told .
. Calmly and -

reasonably. No use losing

your temper. o

“In othér -words
want me to go.to the place

that's got more C.LA. men.

to the square foot -than
any, other place in  the
world except Washington,
make  sure they don’t sée
me while I find thls Mafia

. geezer—separate him from

his podyguard—I take it he
does have -3 bodyguard 27

“ Bound to,” sald Hunter,
“ And then  coime batck

‘here--You do want me to

come back 2?7 . :
“Very ~ much’™  said
T Hunter,
©«Ryen though His body-
nard and the CLA, wil
use every trick- they know
to -stop me.? . Despite him-
self Callan Ifound he WwWas
yelling, - : o :

« you do rather go On.
about the CLA” sald
Hunter. ) ..
M gnow 1 _do” said
Callan. *“It's the way I'm

made. I can't help it. ¥You .
annoy them and they fire.

‘guns at you, . . I upsets
e” - N . : -

He looked round Hunter’s
office ;. the Sheraton table,

the 1ittle Degas dancer, the-

Aubusson. carpet,- ail re-
membering the days when
the pound was still worth
money. “‘The Mafia seemed

.a long way away—but they .

- weren't, not if Hunter
_decided Yo -bring
close. Callan lnoked at the

them.

you
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" red file on the sofa table's
gleaming walnut -suriace,
apd tried agaln.

({4
. a gangster and I'm &
hit-man., But -this ' isn't
“Guangbusters -—. whatever
'rackets this
wouldn't-matter a’damn to
you. If you want him dead
‘he’s done sométhing poli-
tleal—-and if -you're an to 1t
the C.LA, wiil be too—and
they don’t like us on. their
patch any more than you
like them on ours.”

LL right” hé said. at

a

last, “ S0 the target’s.

geezer’s’ in -

Hunter satd :  You were

never a fool, Doavid.” .
% 0Only onee” saild
Callan, “when I got Into
this- game."” '

Hunter ignored 1t

reached out for the red:

file and opened its cover.

“ peter Valence,” he.read.
“ Inited States citizen, Has
homes :in New York,

Florida, and Rhode Island, -

Bstimated - wealth—fifteen
million dollars. He pays

taxes on a third of it—

road hauliers and a chain
of hakerles, more oOr less
legal. He is also what is

ealled a don—a | Mafia
chief. . Tne rest 1g viee—"

prostitution and what I
believe ls calted porn—"
“ pornography's too long

a word for the ones that.
need it,” sald Callan.

«No doubt,” sald Hunter.
“That doesn't concern us.
He is also very active in
the heroin market”

. =That does ¢oncern us?”

“Burma,” ‘szid Hunter.

= rrhgiland, Even mainlang
" China, Wherever the nhoppy
grows.. He buys in bulk, and .

does the. refining himself,
But -South-East Asia
where he goes Bhopping.
And Red China knows 1f—

.of ‘course they.do. -

“He's one of thelr best

customers, and a doiiar

is -
. 'no.sense to him,

eustomer at that. And now .

-and agaln he gives them

something extra—what is.

_ealled, Tunderstand, sweet-
J ening the deal
the things he- gave ‘them .

nd one of

was our man in shanghal,
Hé lasted two days, bui he
toid all he knéew—and be
knew a great deat ... Al
pecause this man sweeb-

ened & deal. Like giving 3~

tip to a walter.”

Hunter closed the file
and handed it to Callan,.
“7 want him dead. David,”
‘he .said. “See fa it, will
you 7" o

HE file was an' Inch
thick, and most of 1t
conjecture. The only
facts were -that - Peler

.Valence was flity-three

vears old, had had an ex-

- pensive education .in- busl-
- ness and accountancy, and:

had been baptised Pietro’

Valenti. - - .

His -father, Luigl *Scusl”
Valenti, ha worked for a
while - with Capone, but had
moved on to New ~ Yoark.
Capone’s attitude had made

eng it seemed.
Making money was far more
important than killing. -

ven 30, he was known as
o gSeusi” (Excuse me), becauss

‘ that was the word he used.

each time before he pulled
the triggier on a victim—and
he'd putled the trigger 19
tithes.” And Pletro, it seemed,
was a true son of his father.
He tob, in his turn;, had

sald * Scusi” before he pulled

the trigger, though nowadays
nhe {old nis minions 1o say il

Florids, it seemed, was for
a lttle wanter amusement, and
Rhode Island provided a
Jittle nostalgic summer fun
to celebrate his birthday, but
most of the year he gta.yed in
New York and chased another
million
glready had, and whére he
stayed was the apartment
plock he owned—and the ones

* who looked =after him wers

his very own security service.
To kili a man. was easy,
thought Cailen. It was to metb
fext to him that was difficult
—and to get away WaS s?me-
times impossivle. , . . ’

E went over to Notting

Hill, to Lonely's favour-

ite boozer. After a hamd

day’s intellectunl exercise. the
little man’s company could .beé
very restful. . . . and sure
enough there he was, on his
own as usual, nursing = half
&nd a packet of crlsps as if
they had to last till Christmas.
Callan ordered, and _ went

" ovér to him, and Lonely looked

in ineredulous surprise ab the
ple and pekles andg the pint
of light and bitter in front of

to add to tae 15 he '
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\ B . .
him. Callan raised hls whisky
glass. “ Cheers,” he. said. -

“Op ta, Mr. Collun,” sald
Lonely. *7Tda very ek
The ple went in seconds,
C v wvoun not working then ? %
Callan asked. - )
« Weark 7 " Lonely's voice was
bitter. “ There's no bleeding
point, Mr. Cellan.” ) ]
1 thought thieving was the
?nflé,r" srowth Industry we had
ert.”’ B -
“ Growth 27 sald  Lonely.
“ How oan yoit have .prowts
when the mugs iz skini?
Thrée jobs I did last night,
Mr. Callan. Really grofting.
And what do I end up with ?
Elghty-ning pence and o set
of fish knives—and ihe knives
was  electro-plated.””  -He
chewsd moodily on a. pickle.
« I'd da better on the.dole.”
“Why don’t you then?”
Tonely swigged at kis- beer,
then looked at Callan, re-

T mave omy, pride,  Mr.
Cualign,” he said. “ And -any- -
way—awhere would I get th
stamps 2" ) o

“ Nick them.” said Callan.

“rhat’s about
left to mick in this country,”.
sald ‘Lonegr. * Thén hé added,
-uneéxpectedly, -« Let them - catl

 proachfully.

eake) e
Y beg .yourg?"” . - &
M Aqueen said thet,” Lonely

explainéd. “ Like historic she.

was. - Her subjects had “no

“bread—so “let 'em eal cgke,

she says. They-eut her héad.

offr . R M -

4 Who,  told: youl that?”
Callan was fascipated. - ' -
TYou -did” saif - Lonely..
“In the Scrubs” o
Callan : sought - enlighten.
ment. . “ What's- 1t got - tb " do
with- - nicking  insurance

§ |- stamps ? ™ he asked. :

“Is the same thing, innit ? ._

Posh word-for barmi”. - :
- Ironig,” “said. Callan,  but.
his brain was “raclng. | He
T. bought more beer, another-pie, -
and - Lonely im

nd - rthanked I
nicely, but stayed lmmersed in
sconomic, gloom, and. Callan -
éncouraged him. = There -was
no_futte in thieving until the'.
economy took an up-turm. -
“ What you needa old son’™
he said at last, * is-a holiday.”.
At once the smell came,
Ol my God,”: sald Callan,
o ca.n't?;;pu ring o 'bell or some-

I kmow - your holidays.”
said Lonely. ““If .you don't

“Hke. the “way .1 . niff pou

shouldn’t have soid it.” .
 What about my holidays
“pDuffing blokes'”  sai
Lonely, “ Croaking them even.
You're physical, Mr. Calian.
Always were. And you can't.
help it—any more than I can.’
Chelp niffing” - - o
1t took . a Jong . fime ito
persuade . the liitle man that
8 hollday was & good ldea. .
4 -maybe it wasn't —
ldea
Callan had. Valence  had
"% house in Néwporf, Rbode

- gtuff.

.ears - he

il there’s
-appalied.

-and -paid; for it in
cand had ilt, shipped.

C ALLAN and- Ionely -

» Qver

Island, and inost. of the year
it wase jugt & tax less. bub
ohce & . year Valence opened
1it; %1;:1 %ndugayge:a party. that
‘lasted for xays. = [
v ; .. "Twenties
5 Ot e he hats.
men

motor-cars and. booze served

d
. in coffee-cups. There'd still be. .

bodyguards, but witll aDy ack
they'd be a bit more relaxe
than usual, and i he could

wangle an invitation, there'd

. be no problem -about getbing

cloge ‘to his target.: Lonely's
cake might come in handy
{00, Valtnee's oné weakness
was bastry—maybe: that was
wﬁ“‘ ‘he
chain. . . .

w1 - ggree -absolutely,”. said
Hunter, - “but how do  you
propose - acquiring  an in-
vitation ?7 .. o
. “Yalence  likes cals, said
Callan.

Tsotta Fraschinis. To. get the
has to . invite dhe
owners. Alt you've ‘
is get ‘me the right car.”

“And  how would I -4
that? . - L -

“Buy: it said Callan.-

* Good .
“Hype . you - 4any
ideq. what the damn things
cost¥ In dolgrs?” .o
Hunter and Longly, tholight
Cailan, singing duets.: - The
country . must - bein- A mess
...1In the - end . -Hunter
settled for & vinfage Rolls,

%y went by Jumbo, and if .
B , Cailan
doubted whethet Lonely would:
But thé chance to -
) piane to - his [col--
lection-was too mugk: for himi,- -
‘and ~he “went—in - terror, ‘but

. theéy, " hadi't’

‘have gone.
add such a

he. went. « .. - i i E
: and- . over.Callak
yveassured him -that

got for him was even better
than  the : ones supplied by

- the U.S. embassy, that. the~
one little_job required of him .

was totally .devoid. of risk—
and worth- ilve "hundred
wnder-valued. poynds—and at

-and | drank -
movies—and was happy.i

_He
going

Kennedy, but the.

Npot in New .York : not

Spencer Percival FltzMaurice

af the car-park he’d almost

recovered, but ‘the -sight .of:
the big Barbhadian ups%t-ﬁh'n__,

again.t it always. did. ...
~PitgMeaurice
and lghtning fast, ‘and about

»as hlack ag you could get, and
even Mr. Callan ‘treated . him -
&3 an equal. Duff you with. ene -

Gatshy

owned B bakery .

. “The real vintage =
_gtuff, Pisrce-Arrows, de Sotos,

got to_do -

God? said Hunter.

. Swrh.ng) B

Coplanning - -
S In
st violence, ' n
would take place-only in his .

_‘absence, thet thé yisa hed -

L even.” -
summer “time. Not with .{he'
garbage onlleetors on strike. -

By - the  tlme . they. joined:

' No alr, hoss.

was  Massive, :

‘party -

cars, girls

hatsi.. ©

fingér . the, darkie  coul
thgugl‘lt" Tonely, ‘and Téscte

yet ngain, Callg.n' hustled him -

into: the nired Bulck, . and

“turned the air-conditioning -on

-full while; FitzMaurtice cope

with 4he iuggdge,- then drove

o ‘them nto New York. -

PP uEy had a Suitg @b the
T‘Pla'za..- and. Hupter; had-
-.. R . squawked about'thsab too. -

put. Callan had —been  frim

B ely: dollaTs,
%’hﬂt' beer %’fc -drink -and sgnt

him - out. to . explore . befane -
. (2 \

pening the: box - FitgMaurice
ad réady

. He put them - where ~they
belonged, practising the lung-
ing i til  its ~swiftness
satisfled him He -5 g

e -sal. down
- then, and .realiséd how- ‘tired
; and

. Plane-trgps-
an
g At the.end. .

W ge now you've got sl your
‘tlothes “on,” FitzMaurice -sald,
“.maybe we caniialk”: "H

w

~ yintags
't “rimhabit
Gall

ol him

. Tor i, extracting.
-ithe:: woven- holster and.. 357
- Magpum. -

-

A

tear wait-

3 . &
poured whisky . for them bdth. -

NWe got & nibble, A reportét
Trup s for ¢

wrote your Rolls’ 1 ]
Vintage  Car-: Magrzine, ' just

like you said. :-Valencé ‘wrote

- the day it came_ out.”

*'He handed Calian a

classic ‘gutomobiles . . < spirit
of .the *twentiés revived . . .

: CCL o Naturally the ochouffeur

had.. & Dastys Spasm. Y ¢ chuufour o
through-immigration at-
e} 6 . Bir-coli- .
ditioning -had. broken -down |
anywsy, and nobody noticed.

would be gqecommodated. . .

“4% Yeah," -sald .- FitsMaurice. .
* They -got real good stabling .

for tHe niggers. Cléan .straw
- don’t

L1

startor d's _sake

GO
sald - Callapy
“ No_ sit)” Saibd--F;_it,zMﬁuﬂcé;‘
This 'aint no

H 1de ) 'llél;[tt;éz‘).t :
% Honotre UESE o 4o TO -
last Lonely relexed, and -ate - 3 4 . Y i
and . watched:

start, ] wearlly, .
-« bé thé chauffaur if vou.
¢ want,” - : : L

“spade kill, Mo way." THen the -

jeering .-note. lefk."his_ voice.

Vol san do this job, David,”

he. said, “And I cand, AN I
can foe is cover for you.” - 7.

SMMaybe o ovou pould | pray

tou.” said Callan. . . .
He fielded Lonely irém the

. 1§ T AE
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